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What do you get when you mix 22 motor-
cycles, lots of scenic two lane roads, beau-
tifully restored muscle cars, gobs of great 
food and then add 27 wonderful Top Cats 
and their guests? Well on July 16 th  we 
ended up with a terrific time, lots of fun and 
a glorious way to spend a beautiful sum-
mer day! 

We gathered at The Cyclery, a Lake Zurich 
bicycle shop, right next to the Mobil station 
at Rand and Ela roads. By 8:30 everyone 
was gassed up, 
route sheets were 
distributed and tick-
ets for the Volo Auto 
Museum were sold. 
We started with an 
overview of the ride 
and then a pre-ride 
brief for the first of 
five legs of our jour-
ney. 

Even though our first 
stop — Classic Mus- 
cle Cars dot corn was only a few miles 
down Rand Road in Wauconda, we took a 
rambling two lane journey through some of 
the less congested parts of northern Cook 
and southern Lake Counties. We rode 
about 30 miles; covering tree lined sections 
of Algonquin, Dundee and Cuba Roads 
and ending up at our first stop at 9:30, 
about a 45 minute sojourn. 

We were greeted by Judy and Tom Scal-
zitti. Judy was the real ride captain today. 
She had checked us all in at the bike shop 
and then hopped in her car to bring pas-
tries, juice and water to the Classic Muscle 
Car site. Torn helped her set up the break-
fast table and the food was ready to eat 
when the riders showed up. The bakery 
goods were provided by the Old World 

Bakery in Lake Zurich. In my opinion their 
apple fritters are the best in the world. If 
you don't know what an apple fritter is stop 
in their shop on Old Rand Road, two 
blocks north of Route 22 in Lake Zurich 
and try one. Judging by the way the Top 
Cats devoured all of them, as well as the 
other tasty bakery treats, most would agree 
with my sentiment. We looked at the 28 
restored classic cars on display and mar-
veled at the Rock and Roll memorabilia 
that hangs on the walls. Time flew by and 

before we knew it the 
second leg brief was 
about to begin. I had to 
sweep the last of the 
drooling bikers away 
from the fabulous mus 
cle cars. For awhile 
there, I didn't think Nui 
bersman was going to 
move from the Chevelle 
he had found. Don just 
couldn't get over the 
quality of the paint work 
on every car, especially 

this one. He seemed frozen in time, imag-
ining each coat of paint being applied. I've 
been wondering if he bought it. Guess we'll 
find out at the next meeting. 

Moving out on the longest leg of the mus-
cle car ride, we quickly covered 80 miles 
worth of some of my favorite roads north, 
including a few new ones that I stumbled 
on while researching this ride. I designed 
the route to stay out of towns as much as 
possible, so the path around Antioch may 
have been new to some. On the way there 
we were able to pass by Luedtke Perform-
ance Group (www.hlpag.com ) — an awe-
some shop that specializes in restoring 
Dodge Chargers. They had 7 General Lees 
on the lot, in addition to a bunch of other 
muscle cars. 	Continued on page 11 >>> 

MUSCLE CAR MANIA 
By Larry Scalzitti 
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THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
TOP CATS—Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Pro-
prietors, Partners, principals, CEO's, and other 'Top Cats' of large, medium and 
small organizations, institutions, and companies. The content and opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of Top 
Cats—Illinois. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

President 
Jim 'Iceman' Heniff 

847-381-5357 jheniff@mailstation.corn 

Vice President 
Chuck Prettyman 

847-854-5929 Topcats 2003@ aol.corn 

Treasurer 
Carl Marcyan 
cmarcyan@sdflaw.corn 	312-218-5560 

Secretary 
Ken Glassman 

847-394-2646 hawkeye50@aol.corn 

Director 
Terry 'Lizard' Kumro 
tlizardkumro@aol.corn 	 847-639-4009 

Past President 
Sandra Vernon 

847-634-6402 vern693@aol.corn 

Director 
Rose Temple 

847-516-8825 demple@acnielsen.corn 

Director 
Don Shaffer 

847-564-1489 numbersman@cjbs.com  

Director 
Jim 'TAZ' Krepel 

815-459-9345 tazman69er@netscape.net  

Founder 
Carl 'Virgo' Bender 
1941-2001 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Activities 
Gary Brandt 
cgb002@comcastnet 	847-546-9771 

Advertising 
Carl Marcyan 
cmarcyan@sdflaw.com 	312-218-5560  

Membership 
Lynn Adams 
leadams38@msn.com 	 847-657-9363  

Charity Ride 
Rose Temple 
rtemple@acnielsen.com 	847-516-8825 

Products 
Janet Riddick 
Riddick@wickes.com 	 847-548-8447  

ROAR 
Mark B Heller 
mark@mbheller.com 	 224-627-9137 

Website 
Sal Saccomanno 
salsacco@ameritech.net 	847-526-5200  

Hotline 
Gary Brandt 
cgb002@comcastnet 	 847-546-9771 

Safety Director 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 

 wkirkpa177@aol.corn 	 847-854-4137 

Sgt at Arms 
Bill Ryan 
ryanbuilder@aol.com 	 847-524-1038  

Awards 
Mark Sullivan 
marksully@aol.com 	 847-516-8682  

Top Cat's Web Site: topcats.org  
Top Cat's Hotline: 847-622-3501 

ROARin With Laughter 

You might be a biker if ... 

Your best friends are named after animals. 

Your best shoes have steel toes. 

Every left shoe you own has a black spot on it from the 
shift lever. 

You owned three different bikes before you ever owned 
a car. 

You think Easy Rider has held up pretty well after all 
these years. 

When you refer to Captain America, you mean the bike 
and not the comic book hero. 

You know that Marlon Brando rode a Triumph in The 
Wild One and not a Harley-Davidson. 

You also know that it was Lee Marvin who rode the 
Harley in The Wild One. 

You have motorcycle parts in the dishwasher. 

Your idea of jewelry is chains and barbed wire. 

You can tell what kind of bugs they are by the taste. 

You're only sunburned on the back of your hands and 
neck. 

You carry around a crushed beer can in case you have 
to park your bike on hot asphalt. 

You pull your bike into the motel room and use a bath 
towel to wipe it off. 

Your significant other (SO) has to climb over your bike 
to do the laundry in the basement. 
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President's Corner 
It was HOT! Both the weather and the cars 

'! we viewed at Classic Muscle Cars in Wau-
conda were blazin. Judy Scalzitti met us as 
we came in off the first leg of the of the Muscle 
Car Mania Ride with refreshments and pas-

tries. After a walk through the showroom the group de-
parted for a scenic tour of southern Wisconsin. With each 
mile we rode, it seemed like the temperature kept on ris-
ing. The century mark was almost hit by the time we ar-
rived at the lunch stop in Williams Bay. 

Volo and the three large buildings crammed with automo-
tive eye candy of the 50's, 60's and 70's was the terminus 
of this themed based ride. Good fun Thanks Larry 
for another fine riding adventure. 

It was hot; very, very hot. Over 100 degrees F for most of 
the day. Four starting points. Four distinct groups led by 
Chuck Prettyman out of Barrington, Tom Malia from Pala-
tine, Lynn Adams in Winnetka and Gary Brandt (Grayslake) 
converged on the first of four stops; Gurnee. Then it was 
on to Barrington Hills, Lake Forest and ended in Wau-
conda. The Progressive Dinner Ride organized by Chuck 
Prettyman and hosted the Ridicks, Prettymans, Marcyans 
and Hornsbys was a resounding success. A special thanks 
to the hosts of this years awesome event. The misting de-
vice at the Marcyans was a nice touch on that HOT day. 

It was hot out West. Jeri and I visited the Black Hills the 
week prior to the Big Event as we have done for the past 8  

years. Riding those great roads, visiting points of interest 
and enjoying the wonderful scenery (sans the half a mil-
lion bikers present during Bike Week works for me). Just 
selfish, I guess. The Club was there for the event and 
I'm sure articles will be forthcoming from those who were 
in attendance at the Black Hills Rally and Races. 

As ROAR goes to press, members of TOP Cats - Illinois 
will be enjoying the Founders Ride. Sandy Vernon, Past 
President, has developed a ride followed by a picnic with 
live entertainment to celebrate the Top Cats 10 full years 
of existence and to honor the memory of Carl Bender -
Founder. The Club's treasury is sponsoring this once-in-
a-lifetime event. Half of the Top Cat's membership has 
already indicated participation and there are still a few 
days left until the RSVP cut off time. The weather fore-
cast: Sunny, Windy but not too hot. See you there. 

SADDLE UP 

Jim Heniff, President 
	 End 

The US flag should 
always be on its right, 
as shown in this pic-
ture. The POW/MIA or 
other flag flies on its 
left, which is the 
viewer's right, facing 
the motorcycle. 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 	— Recycled Photo — 

2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
HARtz.DANSONj 

	

	M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 
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Westward Ho Part 1 
First Installment: Nebraska 
By Kenneth D. Massara 

It began as a challenge; Bekki 
whom I worked with was al- 
ways knocking the State of Nebraska, 
which she traveled through with her 
family, to reach Colorado in order to go 
skiing. Now I will not bother to com-
ment upon her "flat nothing there, bor-
ingest (no it is not in the dictionary) 
state in the union" comments other 
then to say she has never seen the 
state of Nebraska. 

One day fed up with her comments 
about my birth place I challenged her 
to take a motorcycle trip with me to the 
"boringly" state of my birth en route to 
the best motorcycling state in the Un-
ion, Wyoming. I underestimated my 
good friend, she accepted the chal-
lenge, though it wasn't until the final 
month or two of preparation, did I real-
ize she was serious. When we went 
shopping for camping materials and 
she bought second stuff bag for tent 
etc. I realized the ride was on. With 
that I gathered the cook stove, coffee 
pot, cans of baked beans, Stag Chili 
and proceeded to locate my tent which 
hadn't been used in years. I located 
my "one way clothing" articles and be-
gin serious preparations for Road Cap-
tain duties. 

We left with the morning of June 14 
both in high sprits for Ponca State Park 
in Ponca, NE. located in the NE corner 
of the state on the Missouri. Lewis 
and Clark may have moored their as 
they started that fabulously journey of 
theirs on May 14, 1804. If they hoped 
to see the Ponca's they were out of 
luck as history indicates the tribe was 
away on a hunting trip. We traveled 
west along US 20 to reach Ponca 
some five hundred plus miles down the 
road, setting up camp about 1900. 
Stopped in town for hotdogs to go with 
the beans and cold beer (don't tell the 

park police) dined and played crib-
bage (yes she won) what more could 
two modern explorers be in want of. 
Ponca is located astride the bluffs of 
the Missouri River and is a pictur-
esque 800 plus Acre Park with 
housekeeping cabins, pads for pull-
thru, horseback trails rides, swim-
ming pool, boat ramp, hiking trails 
and more. We chose the campsites 
by the river rather then the bluffs 
overlooking the river. Later we had 
our first of many campfires as we 
discussed the ride and planned the 
next day's activities. 

On the 15th  we spent leisure, but full 
days ride, to Fort Robinson State 
Park just west of Crawford, NE. We 
traveled along the Missouri River 
using State 12, crossing the Santee 
Indian Reservation into Niobrara 
where we had breakfast before dou-
bling back a few miles to cross the 
river for a photo session from the 
South Dakota side. Our progress 
along the river was smoother and 
safer then that of Lewis and Clark in 
their keelboats, as for them it was an 
exhausting and difficult task. We 
meet four youngsters who were play-
ing with a captured groundhog in 
Springview, and took photos of them. 
Upon leaving Springview we headed 
out of town on US183 which was this 
Road Captains mistake for I planned 
to follow State 12 into Valentine, NE. 
It was a good mistake however as in-
as-much as I discovered Keller State 
Park in northwest Ainsworth. Bone 
Creek runs through the park and "it is 
one of the few spots where anglers 
can pursue rainbow trout", along with 
other warm-water species. Keller is 
only 436 acres and is tucked away 
within rugged tree-covered bluffs, 
offering excellent hiking trails. If we 
go back out west next year we will 
spend a day or two here so I can 
challenge Bekki to a trout fishing 
contest avoiding another night of 
pork and beans or Stag Chili. It is a 
beautiful and inviting area and I know 
I am a better trout fisherman or is 

that fishing-person. 

We arrived in western Nebraska's 
premier state park, Fort Robinson 
about 1900 and took one of the 
enlisted men's duplex's that sleep 
six, complete with kitchen and large 
porch. It was here we spent the eve-
ning having cocktails while watching 
fairly strong storm move in from 
Wyoming. Later snacks and crib-
bage in the kitchen. Yes she again 
beat me. 

The park makes up of 22,000 acres 
and has historical significant to the 
state and nation dating back to 
1800's. It served as an outpost dur-
ing the Indian Wars and was active 
until after World War 11. German 
Prisoner of War was kept here during 
that period and thousand of K-9 war 
dogs were trained on the premises. 
The Sioux Chief Crazy Horse was 
interned and murdered on this post. 
By the way did you know that the 
entire Mt. Rushmore presidential 
sculpture would fit within the head of 
Crazy Horse Monument. When this 
monument is finished it will be the 
largest man-made structure in the 
world dwarfing even the pyramids. 

The park has a restaurant, swimming 
pool, museums, horseback trail 
rides, and buffalo stew cookout, 
playhouse, tour train ride, stage-
coach ride, jeep tours, historic tours, 
hiking, a craft center, bicycle rentals, 
hayrack breakfast, rodeo events, and 
lots of wildlife with lots of buffalo, 
stream and pond fishing. Plan on 
two full days at the minimum to get a 
taste of the park and what it has to 
offer. Those of you going to Sturgis 
run might consider making this a 
stop on the return route as it is only a 
day's ride south. Spend a day or two 
here relaxing or perhaps in Keller 
fishing the trout stream. 

To Be Continued.... 
Bekki and I spent two days 
in Fort Robinson taking in 

	En 
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2006 Elections 

ELECTION 
OF OFFICERS 

FOR 2006 
By Sandra Vernon 

Our Mission Statement states "Top 
Cats-Illinois is a forum for the ex-
change of ideas affecting motorcy-
clists; fosters member development 
through networking, business, edu-
cational and social opportunities; and 
acts as a motorcyclists' rights and 
interests advocate." 

We have a very active and dedicated 
Board of Directors to help accom-
plish this mission. This is why our 
election of officers for 2006 is so very 
important to each and every mem-
ber. 

Our Board of Directors is comprised 
of the Executive Committee which 
includes the President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and the 
immediate Past President. The Ex- 

ecutive Committee is required by the 
By-Laws to meet on a monthly basis. 
The Board of Directors is comprised 
of the Executive Committee and four 
Directors and is to hold an annual 
meeting. In reality, the Executive 
Committee includes the four Direc-
tors in their monthly meeting. 

As you can see, there is a very defi-
nite time commitment expected for 
each Board member to attend a 
General Meeting and a Board Meet-
ing each month in addition to rides 
and social events. 

The Officers serve a one-year term 
and may serve no more than two 
consecutive one-year terms. The 
Directors serve two-year terms and 
may serve no more than two con-
secutive two-years terms. The term 
shall begin on January 1, 2006. 
Each officer must be a Regular 
Member of the Top Cats-Illinois in 
good standing. 

This year, all offices for 2006 need to 
be filled with the exception of one 

Director position. Don Schafer has 
one remaining year on his term. The 
timeline for the election is as follows: 
Nominations will close at the General 
Meeting on October 4 th . The slate will 
be presented to the Board for approval 
on October 18 th . 

The candidates will be presented to the 
general membership at the November 
meeting and the election will be held at 
the December meeting. 

Think about this past year. Did you 
enjoy the rides and social events you 
attended? Did you learn something 
new about group riding in G.R.A.S.S. 
to make your ride more enjoyable? 
Did ROAR, the hotline and website 
make the Top Cats' news and activities 
info readily available to you? I hope 
you answered "yes" to the above ques-
tions. If so, it was the direct result of 
the efforts of your dedicated Board 
Members and Committee members 
serving this past year. 

Are you, or someone you know, ready, 
willing and able to step up to be a part 
of making this next year a new adven-
ture for Top Cats? Remember, a 
Regular member, in good standing, 
can submit their name to the Nominat-
ing Committee for consideration in any 
of the above positions. 

If you have an interest in a position and 
need more information, please contact 
any one of the following to get your 
answers. The Nominating Committee 
is comprised of the following Past 
Presidents. Sandy Vernon, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, George Lax, Ric Case, and 
Rob Mann. Remember, October 4 th  is 
the deadline to place your name into 
consideration for nomination. 

We celebrated the Top Cats 10 th  Anni-
versary this year. 2006 starts another 
chapter in Top Cats history, step up 
and become a part of this new 
adventure just around the next 	 , End  

bend in the road. 
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torn Mot yde 
Emporium 

By Lynn Adams — Membership Chair 	order... so, here's what we need you to 
do... 

Wow, it's hard to believe that it is 
September already? Time sure flies 
when your having fun! More than 
half the riding season is over, Sturgis 
is behind us and it is time to look for-
ward to our own Top Cats Charity 
Ride on September 11th. This is 
always great event ride, serving a 
great cause, and inspires those who 
aren't familiar with the Top Cats to 
come out and ride with us, get to 
know us, and even join us, as new 
members. 

Our August meeting (this year, the 
day before the great Sturgis depar-
ture), tends to have a little lighter 
attendance (you know, those last 
minute packers), but this year we still 
had several guests join us for our 
shortest meeting ever led by Vice 
President, Chuck Prettyman. I think 
it was 30 minutes flat. Currently, we 
have one pending membership ap-
proval, but I have a strong feeling 
that this might be the calm before the 
storm. 

For those of you who attended the 
August meeting, you had the oppor-
tunity to hear first hand that the 
Board has approved to pay for one 
double pin name tag and that you 
could provide us your name informa-
tion and pay for extra double pin or 
magnetic back name tags, right there 
on the spot. Twenty members 
seized the moment, and ordered 25 
name tags. We are a quarter of the 
way to being able to place our first 

If you haven't already done so, send 
your completed order form with a 
check if applicable to Mick Bryan, at 
the address listed on the order form. 
You may also bring your completed 
order form to the September meeting. 
If you forget your form, I'm sure we will 
have one or two available for you to 
complete a new one. Once we reach 
our goal of 100 name tags, the order 
will be placed. We hope the Septem-
ber meeting will prove to be a well at-
tended meeting and that the additional 
75 can be collected and the new and 
improved name tags (that you can take 
home, wear at meetings and on rides 
and keep for your very own) can be 
ordered. 

Again, these are 1" x 3" tags, with a 
double post pin/safety type pin. The 
tags will have a silver background, 
black Top Cats log and black lettering. 
The double post or safety pin type 
would work on vests, jackets, shirts or 
blouse, but of course would leave a 
hole. A magnetic attachment is also 
available, which would not leave a 
hole, but would only work on thin mate-
rial such as shirts or blouses only. The 
magnetic name tags would cost you 
$5.75. We will be collecting the 
amount at the time of the order. 
Checks can be made out to the Top 
Cats. 

We need for you to submit the name 
as you would like it to appear on your 
name tag. Additional name tags, with 
the double post pins can be purchased 

for $4.50 each. The magnetic name 
tags can be purchased for $5.75 
each. 

If you should have any questions, 
please don't hesitate to contact Mick 
at 931-308-5041or me at 847-274-
5774. Remember, the deadline to 

submit is you requests is noon on 

Friday, September 30. 

I know, ENOUGH OF THOSE 
STINK'N BADGES... so here is a 
little preview of what is coming up in 
the October edition of The Heart of 

The Cat. We will be featuring some 
of you, our new members and not so 
new members, and see what they 
have to say about their Top Cat ex-
perience. Have a great month! 

wwwidealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New 6- Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 F Main (Rt 72) 	Dundee 
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July 2005 Board Meeting 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present at the meeting were Jim 
Heniff, Ken Glassman, Chuck Pretty-
man, Carl Marcyan, Don Schaffer, 

Terry Kumro. Guests included Bard 
Boand and Lynn Adams. 

Ken Glassman read the minutes of 
the June Board Meeting and they 
were accepted. 

Larry Scalzitti 

Guy Scalzitti 

847-253-7316 

836 N Fernandez Ave 

Arlington Hts, IL. 60004 

R 

SPEC AL 

CHLIESMAN 
OWNER 

G IN AMERICAN MACE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Hand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
Ross@4aihericasopenroad.corn www...linericasopertroad.com  

Scalzitti Financial Se ~ rices 
raxe, - Financial Planning 

We're a family business and have been doing taxes since 1968 

Telephone: (847) 229-9338 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

Bryant Schroeder 

4-%.,--ix-TylnZrinZsms:P61V6r 

PERFOAPAMAICE 
Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft a  ATV 

Harley-Davidson 
High Performance Engines Dyno Testing 

Board Meeting Minutes 
All current officers must declare their 
intentions to run for the 2006 slate of 
officers by the August Board Meeting, 
and the results will be announced to 
the general membership at the Sep-
tember General Meeting. 

Jim Heniff talked about the need for 
members and Road Captains to watch 
our for dehydration signs from fellow 
riders while on rides. 

Carl Marcyan read the financials, re-
ceived a check for $396 from our old 
insurance carrier. Financials were ac-
cepted. 

Lynn Adams presented the following 
people for membership, and they were 
approved by a vote of the Board: 

John Lamonica and Pamela Coty were 
accepted as Associate Members. Nick 
Argentine and Glen Aquino were ac-
cepted a Full Members. 

The Board approved a $67.5 expense 
to purchase name tag pins for all mem-
bers. Additional badges may be pur-
chased by members at their own ex-
pense. Lynn will put an order form in 
the Roar, and online, so members can 
respond with their preference of how 
their name should appear on the tag. 

Tom DeRosa will head up the Awards 
Committee for the Annual Banquet and 
Mark Sullivan will be in charge of the 
venue and dinner. 

The Board will have the Safety Com-
mittee deal with the situation of riders 
who have just learned to ride a motor-
cycle, going on group rides with the 
club, and for those people applying for 
membership. 

F ncl 

War does not determine who is 
right, war determine who is left. 
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Huron uron 
By Larry Scalzitti 

If you've ever ridden an Iron Butt 
Association (IBA) ride, you know just 
how challenging and rewarding the 
experience can be. If you're not fa-
miliar with the IBA, then the rest of 
this paragraph will serve as a quick 
primer for you. The IBA is one of 
many organizations that cater to the 
long distance (LD) motorcyclist. This 
niche group has evolved over the 
years and now establishes, defines 
and administers a number of LD cer-
tification ride requirements. The entry 
ride is called the SaddleSore 1000 
(SS1000) and requires that the rider 
cover 1000 miles or more in 24 hours 
or less. All prospective finishers must 
keep a log, retain gas receipts and 
complete a ride certification report 
that when approved grants access to 
an elite circle of riders. Upon comple-
tion you earn a certificate, a ride pin 
and have your name placed on the 
internet, listed along with all of the 
others that have completed that ride. 

The Plan 

In order to make a long distance ride 
like this really fun, you need to be 
rested and ready to ride. That's why 
we will stage at the start point before 
we do some serious riding. On Fri-
day, we left Harper College around 1 
pm. The goal was to be in Flint, 
Michigan before 7 pm. That way we 
can get the bikes set up, eat, 
shower, and to bed right away by 8 
pm. 

We planned to set alarms for Satur-
day morning at 3 am. The strategy 
was to meet at the gas station before 
4 am, so we could be on the road at 
or before 4 am. The route I designed 
will be slightly over 1000 miles, 
based on Yahoo and AAA mapping 
programs and should take 22 to 23 
hours to complete. There's not a lot 
of room for error there. I'm hoping if 
we can manage the number of gas 
stops and get lucky with traffic and 

customs; we should be able to do this 
ride in 21 straight hours. That means 
we can return to the same hotel 
around 1 am and sleep the morning 
away, be fore we head home. The 
consensus was to leave around 10 
am on Sunday morning and take sce-
nic two lanes roads home. You can 
see why this is a weekend event. Af-
ter rushing to get here and pressing 
through a tough ride, I plan on taking 
the flower sniffing route home. 
Whenever I plan a multi-day ride, I 

like to consult with others. My opinion 
is not always the best and brainstorm-
ing with people who are interested in 
the same ride usually produces re-
sults that make everyone happier. I 
think in the business world we'd call 
that building ownership into the plan. 
Whatever — I like it. The pre-ride brief 
was held at the Lake Zurich Benni-
gan's at 7 pm on the Sunday before 
the ride. We went over the route, re-
cord keeping requirements and long 
distance riding tips. I handed out route 
maps and the IBA paperwork to all of 
those the three Top Cats that at-
tended. One planning essential for 
these meetings is that the creative 
juices be fueled by Guinness on tap. 

The Results 

The ride is history! 1086 miles in just 
a hair over 20 hours. Not bad consid-
ering two border crossings, lots of two 
lane roads and the fact that I never 
got into a good riding groove. Check 
out the route by looking at my GPS 

track. Go to www.Star-Traxx.com  -
Login as friends, password is 
june2005. Click on recent positions. 
Select 7/29 to 8/1 to see the whole 
weekend ride. Select 7/30 to 7/30 to 
just see the IBA Lake Huron 1000 
part of the weekend. If you look at 
the reports, you'll notice that they 
don't show Canadian cities. No data-
base currently exists that links lat/ 
long to cities like the ones that exist 
for the United States. Also all speeds 
are based on position to position as 
the crow flies, so they do not accu-
rately reflect my true speed. My wife, 
Judy, really likes to follow the routes 
as I ride. In the future, you can use 
the above log in info to track my pro-
gress on my long distance rides and 
on all of my Top Cat rides. 

The Ride Analyzed 

Of the three Top Cats that attended 
the pre ride meeting, one cancelled 
out a few nights before the ride. Two 
of my Chicago Region BMW club 
members decided to join in on the 
fun. I post all long ride plans with my 
BMW club, since these rides don't 
generate a huge following. Both rid-
ers did not want to ride from the 
southern suburbs to Harper. They 
would depart later on Friday and 
meet us in Flint for a final planning 
discussion before the ride. 

Friday night the four of us met up in 
Flint at the Motel 6. Bad traffic in the 
city put us all over three hours be-
hind schedule. I got to sleep about 
11 pm rather than at 8 pm as 
planned. We shared our ride plans 
and thoughts. I made sure that I 
gave the two new riders a copy of 
the maps needed for the ride. 

Mistake 1 - We all lost 3 hours of 
sleep before an endurance event. 
We still agreed to leave by 4 am. I 
ended up getting 4 hours of sleep, 
choosing to get up at 3 am to get 
myself and my bike ready to go. I 
would pay for this throughout the 
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Lake  H n1000 ..uro 
ride, never getting into the groove, 
because I wasn't sufficiently rested. 
We were in a hurry to get to sleep 
and although the two Beemer riders 
probably had questions, they were 
too tired to ask. 

Lesson learned - Allow more time 
than needed at the set up and stage. 
If you get behind — move the start 
time back and get the sleep needed 
to stay fresh and alert. 

Mistake 2 - Two of the riders, both of 
whom were unable to attend the 
planning meeting the Sunday before, 
shared 1 room. The other rider and I 
shared another room. We neglected 
to'get the room number for the 
Beemer riders. The hotel was very 
spread out and that would make find-
ing them an issue. 

Lesson learned - Get the room num-
bers for all involved. Call each other 
at an agreed upon time to make sure 
everyone is up and ready to go. 

Mistake 3 - I brought an extra set of 
materials for another rider, including 
maps. The plan was to copy that for 
the fourth rider. Due to the late hour 
the other two riders chose not to 
make another copy of the maps, in-
stead deciding to go to sleep imme-
diately and share the copy between 
them. 

Lesson learned - If a rider does not 
attend a planning meeting than that 
rider doesn't make the trip. It sounds 
nice to be able to say -- no problem, 
we'll catch you up -- but the reality of 
the situation is that when time is 
short the information flow and ab-
sorption is not sufficient for success. 

Mistake 4 - Don't assume that every-
one is up and will leave by the pre-
appointed hour. I thought I was run-
ning late. I was strapping on a GPS 
transponder in a new position on the 
bike and it took longer than antici- 

pated. I had planned to due that the 
night before, but I delayed the installa-
tion until morning because of the late 
hour. When we got to the gas station 
rider 1 and 2 got their start witness 
forms filled out and then gassed up 
with a start receipt. W e assumed that 
the other two had already left, but 
failed to check in our rush to get back 
on schedule. 

Lesson learned - See lessons 1 and 3. 

Mistake 4 - I wanted to verify that the 
other two riders had left. We went back 
to the hotel and cruised through the 
complex, finally finding their bikes. I 
went back to the office and eventually 
convinced the clerk to call the other 
two riders to see if they were still com-
ing along. The clerk said they'd be right 
there. I went back to the location of the 
bikes and waited for what seemed like 
forever, but was probably 3 to 5 min-
utes. When one of the riders poked his 
sleepy head out the door and said, 
"Wait, we'll just be 30 minutes or so." I 
said, "See you down the road, we're on 
the clock." 

Lesson learned - I should have waited 
for them and just gotten a new gas re-
ceipt by having them fill up their tanks 
in two steps - half way for rider 1 re-
ceipt and the rest for rider 2 - then the 
same for riders 3 and 4. I was so fo-
cused on going and I was a little jeal-
ous that they had more than another 
hour of sleep than us, so I felt com-
pelled to go on. I didn't stop to think of 
an alternative plan, I had already spent 
days coming up with this one. My initial 
ride calculation was that I would need 
almost 22 hours to do the ride. I had 
just blown 30 minutes looking for them 
and then waking them up. I didn't want 
to burn off my margin of error to wait-
ing another 30 to 45 minutes for them 
to get going. Patience is a virtue, but 
not one of my strengths. 

The Ride Synopsis 
Rider 1 and 2 finally depart at 4:30, 
despite having a time stamp of 4:04 on 
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their first receipt. Rider 3 and 4 are 
on the road shortly after 5 am. 
Rider 2 drops out after a few hours of 
mechanical problems - turns out his 
fuel pump was going bad in a hurry. 
Rider 2 turns back to see a dealer in 
Flint to fix his ride. Rider 1 heads 
north on Ontario Route 21. 

Rider 3 leads even though rider 4 
has the map! Thinking they are on 
Ontario route 26 headed to Barrie, 
they push on. In fact they may have 
ended up taking Ontario route 27 
outside of Barrie — rather than head-
ing north, they head south. Riders 3 
and 4 end up in Toronto fully 74 
miles south of where they should be 
having headed in the wrong direction 
for well over an hour. To make mat-
ters worse they hop on the super 
slab (ONT-400) and end up mired in 
traffic for hours, effectively ending 
their ride, but they press on to Sault 
Ste Marie, ONT before calling it quits 
and grabbing a place to sleep. 

Rider 1 continues on the original 
route and returns to Flint shortly after 
midnight, about 20 hours after he 
started. Lake Huron 1000 is done, 
but it's a hollow victory. Only one of 
the four original riders makes it. Last 
year all 5 who started the Lake 
Michigan 1000 finished. 

These rides aren't easy. I don't care 
who you talk to. A mechanical failure 
will take you down in a hurry. An ac-
cident involving you will hamper your 
ability to succeed or render you un-
able to continue the ride. 

Car accidents and traffic jams, road 
construction, etc. may cause your 
average speed to fall below the mini-
mum needed .to succeed. A poor 
plan or a poor implementation of a 
good plan will result in failure. Lots of 
ways to go wrong and lots of 
chances to be wrong. Maybe one out 
of four is more realistic. You be the 
judge. iv End 



Muscle Car Mania Continued 
Except for the General Lee, the real 
star of the 60's TV show and new 
movie, The Dukes of Hazard, their ve-
hicles are generally not ready for show 
—lots of project cars on the lot. But for 
some of us that's exactly what we want 
—a nice winter project. 

I had a lot of fun designing this leg. 
Lately I've been using the DeLorme 
Gazetteer (http://www.delorme.com/ 
atlasgaz) road atlas series to plan my 
route. 
There is a different book for every 
state. Their maps show a lot of detail 
and include things like elevation. I'd 
highly recommend it before you strike 
out on your next ride. We took some 
interesting two lane roads that twisted 
through the Richard Bong State Rec-
reation Area. The recreation area en-
compasses 4,515 acres of rolling 
grassland, savanna, wetlands and 
scattered woodland. The sun was out 
and the temperature was up in the 
nineties, an awesome day to ride 
through this type of beauty. We contin-
ued on towards the Alpine Valley Re-
sort turn in. Rather than turn into the 
resort, we took the unmarked Town 
Line Road (County E) north to our next 
stop. It was now a few ticks past high 
noon and time to replenish fluids and 
gas up at Bill's BP. 

After our break we mounted our trusty 
steeds and rumbled on towards lunch. 
The route allowed us to run through 
Kettle Moraine State Park. The area is 
made up of a 100 mile band of hills, 
ridges, and depressions formed along 
the intersection of two gigantic lobes of 
ice during the last Ice Age, 10,000 to 
25,000 years ago. The kettles are 
places where blocks of ice were buried 
under sand and gravel. When the ice 
melted, the soil on top caved in creat-
ing depressions. Some filled with water 
up to 100 feet deep. A beautiful forest 
of hardwoods mixed with pines covers 
the landscape and sheltered us from 
the hot sun that filled the sky above our 
tired heads. If you have 	ime, this is 
a great place to return tc 	ake a day 
or better yet a weekend and explore all 

that Kettle Moraine offers. Ride the 
entire scenic route, a 120 mile jour-
ney on a variety of county roads con-
necting the north and south seg-
ments of the park. After about 40 
miles of wonderful tarmac, we ar-
rived at our lunch spot around 1:30. 
Judy was now at Harpoon Willy's in 
Williams Bay and directed us to our 
reserved parking area. The restau-
rant sits on the northwest corner of 
Lake Geneva and offers an excellent 
view of the waterfront. Many fine bur-
gers were enjoyed as we were able 
to sit down, out of the heat and revel 
in conversation, enjoying the brother-
hood that is a Top Cat tradition. 

While at Harpoon Willy's one of our 
crew got woozy and passed out. 
Thanks to some smart thinking and 
quick action our queasy rider was 
rescued. Top Cat heroes of the day 
were Karlene Swearingen, Eileen 

Perry, Scott Swearington, 
Dennis Dougherty and 
Judy Scalzitti. Karlene, 
the mother of six teenag-
ers was quick to spot the 
ailing rider. Eileen had 
also noticed that her 
friend was feeling poorly. 
Together they took con- 
trol, finding water and ice to help cool 
him down and then Karlene took the 
initiative to walk over to the firehouse 
and get the EMT's involved. She had 
the ambulance there in minutes and 
that made for one very thankful Top 
Cat who ending up sucking in plenty 
of fluids to replenish the ones that 
the hot day had stolen form him. 
Scott pitched in, sitting with the rider 

in the ambulance and being a good 
friend. When it became obvious that 
he was too exhausted to get himself 
home, he volunteered a relative's 
warehouse so that the bike could be 
securely stored. Dennis delayed his 
departure and volunteered to ride the 
stricken biker's ride to the storage 
location and then bring Scott back to 
his bike, so he and Karlene could 
continue the ride. Judy had driven up 
to Williams Bay, to coordinate the 
dining arrangements and secure our 
parking spots. She had a car, so she 
was able to volunteer to drive our 
ailing Top Cat home in a air condi-
tioned ride, out of the rays of the sun. 
That's a real team effort and every-
thing worked out well. The rider and 
his bike have been reunited and he's 
hydrated and riding again. Our he-
roes are back at being regular folks, 
but we all know what kind of super-
human hearts beat within these 
mighty folks. Thanks for making the 
day a better one! Good on ya'! 

Strictly from a ride captain's point of 
view, we had lost at least an hour 
with our emergency. In a day that 
was planned to be tight from the 
start, that hour was tough on the 
schedule. Coupling that with a long 

day of riding 
in the sun 
and a big 
lunch sitting 
heavy on 
our stom-
achs, meant 
that some of 
our riders 
would elect 

(  

to head 
home and 

skip the big treat at the end of our 
rainbow. We started the last leg with 
only 7 riders from our original group 
of 27. Another concerto of two lane 
roads led us in via the back entrance 
of the Volo Auto Museum. We got 
there about an hour before closing 
and were able to feast on over 300 
cars housed in 4 buildings. 

Continued on page 11 >>> 
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By Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats, 

Thanks to some nice weather and of 
course, exceptional ride leadership, 
we will have completed 22 rides as 
of this printing. Of these, 18 were 
Top Cat rides and 4 were with other 
Clubs. 

The Founders Ride was a huge suc-
cess and the annual trip to Sturgis 
was nothing less then spectacular. 

September has a full calendar as 
well, with the Sunset Ride, a new 
ISU Football Game ride, our Annual 
Charity Ride, the Presidents Ride 
and a new overnighter, the Fall in the 

Forest Ride. 

There remain a few weekends open 
if you want to put together a ride. 
Officially we have October 2' d  open, 
but there are a few other opportuni-
ties available. As long as the weather 
holds out and we have gas in the 
bikes, let's keep our successful sea-
son going. Feel free to contact me. 

This year we seen many new ride 
leaders step up to earn their Road 
Captain rockers. It's not too late for 
you to join that group. 

There were several goals for Activi-
ties year. One was to have a mix of 
old and new events. Thanks to you, 
of the 30 events that will be com- 
pleted, 11 were new. Keeping this 

Specializing in Parts and Service for Harley Davidson 

In House Dyno 

Power Commander Tuning Center 

Custom Built Choppers 

1221 W. Rollins Rd., Round Lake, 

847 -546 -8613 www.warrenscycle.com  
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• 
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Activities Corner 
type of balance helps keep rider inter-
est up, and at the same time enables 
our new members to experience the 
best of the past. 

The other goal was too have more 
overnight rides. Once again thanks to 
Road Captains stepping up, we had 
several new opportunities for members 
to spend some quality time together. 

Fnl 

Muscle Car Mania 
Continued 

Not really enough time to linger and 
dream about us behind the wheel, but 
enough time to see all of the muscle 
cars. Personally, until I own one of 
these beauties again, there isn't 
enough time in the day to dream about 
them. I can't get enough of these mus-
cle cars. Anyone besides me think that 
the "kid in a candy store" never really 
leaves our souls! In fact when I set this 
part of the ride up, I decided to become 
a member at Volo. For only $45 you 
can go to the museum any time during 
the year and you admission is free. I 
got the family membership for $65. I 
love to take my boys there and now we 
can go look at the cars and Dad does-
n't have to wotty about getting his 
money's worth. The membership 
prices are hard to beat when you con-
sider you get to see one of the best 
collections of cars in the country on 
any day that you want. It's also a great 
way to support a solid busi- 
ness. 

What's the difference between 
a banjo and a Harley? 

No one cries when you drop a 
banjo. 



Garmin GPS 276c 

I've always 
been one 
who liked 
electronic 
gadgets. I 
bought the 
first elec-
tronic 
pocket cal- 

culator when they first came out... 
$295 for a 4 function unit that was 
actually too big to fit in a pocket! 

To this day I'm still into electronics 
and technology. It's especially nice 
when I can mix 2 of my interests at 
one time; in this case electronics and 
motorcycles. Maybe it's just the ex-
cuse I needed to justify it's purchase. 
What I'm talking about today is Gar-
min's GPSmap 276c gps unit. 

This is the 4th GPS that I've owned 
and the one that I've been the most 
impressed with. My previous unit, a 
Garmin Quest GPS was a great little 
unit by my eyesight today requires 
that I have a unit with a larger screen 
and larger it is. The screen on this 
unit is a whopping 3.8-inch diagonal, 
480 x 320 pixel, 256-color TFT with 
an adjustable LED backlight. This 
unit has a very bright LCD screen 
which is needed if you ride your bike 
in daylight. Many units on the mar-
ket today lack the brightness that this 
backlight produces, rendering them 
useless on sunny days. 

Garmi has the reputation for having 
the best mapping software and I 
would have to agree with that. I've 
also owned a Magellan unit (useless 
backlight) and a Delphi/Navman unit 
(not weatherproof). 

I use the mapping software on my 
PC to design routes and then 
download the routes to the GPS us-

-ing the USB port and cable. 

I've used my Garmin GPS to create 
the routes for the Canadian Country-
side Ride and the Wheels N'Water 
Ride. Creating the routes and trans-
ferring them to the GPS is easy and 
as fast as it can possibly be made to 
work. 

There are several ways to create 
your routes. My preferred way is to 
use the mapping software on my PC 
and to just click on the road along 
the desired path of travel...the soft- 
ware will automatically connect these 
interval points or dots and build the 
route, highlighting the route along the 
roads I've selected with a magenta 
glow. These points are known as 
waypoints. 

This method is the most versatile, 
allowing you to determine the actual 
roads and routing 100%. Once cre-
ated, you save it to your computers 
hard disk and then download it into 
the GPS. Then snap the GPS onto 
your bike mount, select the route and 
tell it to navigate. You can follow the 
route on the GPS by following the 
highlighted road. 

A second way to create a route is to 
click on the map where you would 
like to create a waypoint, and let the 
GPS decide how you get there. You 
can elect to have the GPS use the 
fastest routing, the shortest routing 
and you can even tell it to avoid in-
terstates if desired. This is alright if 
you're going from point A to point B 
in your car and you just don't care 
about the scenery. It's not as versa-
tile but it's easy as clicking on the 
starting and destination points. 

different sizes to accommodate differ-
ent diameter handlebars and a pivoting 
arm that allows rotating and angling 
the mount in virtually any desired loca-
tion. The mount has built-in rubber 
mounting to cushion your GPS as you 
ride. 

This GPS is also weatherproof and 
waterproof. It is actually safe to sub-
merse this GPS underwater for up to 
30 minutes...I haven't done that; I tend 
to stick to the roads, but it's good to 
know that it can take that...especially 
when it's going to be used on a motor-
cycle and exposed to the elements. If 
you're going to Mongolia to ride a mo-
torcycle, I highly recommend this unit 
and the mount. 

The GPSmap 276c is not cheap, cost-
ing between $700 and $800 it's at the 
higher end of GPS's. 

The GPSmap 276c does not come with 
the mapping software. This will set 
you back an additional $100-$140. 

To use the mapping software you'll 
need to add a memory card. Utilizing 
non-industry standard memory sticks 
you'll be required to purchase actual 
Garmin branded cards ranging from 
$80 to $200. You only need one of a 
sufficient size, I recommend a mini-
mum of 256 meg. 

If you don't buy the mapping software 
you'll still be able to create routes di-
rectly on the GPS unit itself...not an 
easy task and I don't recommend it. 
Not purchasing the maps also means 
that you'll be limited to using the base 
map that comes preinstalled in the 
GPS. This contains only the major 
roads and interstates...not ideal for 
motorcycles and marginally useful for 
cars. 

Keep in mind that many of today's 
GPS units have small hard disk drives 
in them instead of solid state memory 
cards. These units are of no use to 

I mounted this 
GPS using a 
mount manufac-
tured by RAM 
manufacturing. 
(www. ram-
mount.com) It 
has a clamp 
that's available in 
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Product Review 
motorcyclists because they are very 
sensitive to shock and they will not 
hold up to the 
rigors inherent to Left on James Robertson 
motorcycle riding. 	Pky(Si4) 

The Garmin 276c 
allows you to cus-
tomize the screen 
layout as shown 
in some of the 
photos. It's ex-
tremely versatile, 
easy to use and 
feature laden. If you plan a route 
and while you are riding and navigat-
ing it you come across a detour 
(remember the Canadian Country-
side Ride article and the parade?) it 
will instantly recal- 
culate a partial, 
alternate route 
from where you 
currently are to 
your predefined 
route. 

It can display driv-
ing directions 
across the top of 
the map if desired 
(see photo) and it allows you to dis-
play 4 or 5 items of information in a 
vertical arrangement if desired on the 
right side of the screen (see photo). 
You have about 20 different items 
that you can select from. In the sam- 

ple phot it's displaying the driving di- 
rections, digital speed (mph), ETA to 

the next way- SPEED 

• 	
poi nt (2:45pm 

way- 

3g 6' 

	

h  	arrival time), 
ETA NEXT I ETA to actual 
U•  

	

ET° 
sw. 	

(2:47pm), Dis- 
02:47&  I tance to next 
olsr t:ExT waypoint (133 

1331 1feet) and Dis- 
DIST DEBT itance to desti- 

nation (.8 
	 miles). 

The second screen shot displays the 
route being navigated with turn direc-
tions and a highlighted road with 
turning arrow showing direction to be 

traveled. 

The last photo 
shows the map-
ping software 
that gets in-
stalled on your 
PC. This soft-
ware includes 
all of the US 
and Canada 

and details down to the smallest of 
roads. The detail increases as you 
zoom in and drops out as you zoom 
out to make viewing the maps easier 

These maps, both on the PC and 

GPS can display points of interests 
(museums, parks, etc.), restaurants, 
gas stations, etc. Traveling down the 
highway and in need of gas for the 
bike and food for yourself? Not a 
problem, zoom in with a press of a 
button and everything is displayed, 
bars, small ma and pa's, chain restau-
rants, fast food establishments, every-
thing. 

The unit will run on it's rechargeable 
battery for up to 10 hrs and recharges 
on either AC or a cigarette lighter ca-
ble and plug. The batteries are a 
snap to change. The unit locks into 
it's adjustable mount so it won't fall off 
during riding. It removes from the 
mount in about 2 seconds to be safely 
stowed away in a saddlebag or tour-
pak when away from the bike. 

I've found it to be immensely valuable 
and I don't ride without it. I 
highly recommend it. 	4g; En1 

Our preferred clients are Business owners, Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our clients so often recommend 
us to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about 
the RB Target Insurance Agency. 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 
building our busi- 
ness for over 23 

years! 
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General Meeting Minutes 
August General Meeting 

by Ken Hawkeye Glassman 

VP, Chuck Prettyman 
called the meeting to 
order in place of Jim 
Heniff, who was out of 
town. 

Carl Marcyan reported 
on the financials. 

Terry Kumro expressed disappoint-
ment that more than a few members 
signed up for the Progressive Dinner 
Ride and didn't show up at the last 
moment. Since our hosts had to plan 
for the right amount of food, that was 
bad form. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick reminded all about 
the Founders Ride on 8/20. 
Lynn Adams handed out new member 
packets to Glen Aquino, and passed 
out order forms for the FREE plastic 

name tag badges that the club is order-
ing for all members. The first one is 
free, and any additional ones you want 
will be at our cost. PLEASE refer to 
your last Roar's order form and get it 
back to Lynn. We need to order the 
first batch of 100 to get better pricing, 
so the sooner everyone gets it back, 
the sooner we'll all get them to wear on 
our vests. 

Rose Temple brought more forms for 
the Charity Ride to pass out, and 
asked for folks to round op items for 
the raffle. 

Gary Brandt briefly talked about the 
last month's rides and reviewed some 
of the upcoming rides. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick talked about his 
meeting and dealings with the "Posse", 
a group of club representatives that 
meet regularly so that they can coordi-
nate dates for events and charity rides, 
so nobody is stepping on each others 

toes. Wayne said to expect some 
support for our ride from those 
clubs. 

Wayne also talked about the impor-
tance of keeping alert while on 
those long highway rides, like Stur-
gis. Bard talked about keeping 
proper spacing on large rides, and 
being able to see the person's eyes 
in his mirror on the bike in front of 
you to the oblique. That will insure 
proper spacing, (provided that per-
son has his mirrors properly ad-
justed for a group ride. 

The meeting was brief, and lasted 
only about 35 minutes due to the 
fact that it was the night before the 
Sturgis ride. {Hey, that sounds like a 
long poem; "t'was the night before 
Sturgis, and all through the Saloon, 
not a scooter was running, not even 
a VAROOM .. 

End 

ROARin With Laughter 
Two bikers are riding side by side 
down a county road. One of them has 
the zipper on his jacket break, and the 
flapping in the wind is driving him 
crazy. So he pulls over and decides to 
don the jacket backwards, at least til 
they get home. It works well enough, if 
a bit uncomfortable. 

A little while later both guys wipe out in 
a turn when they don't see a patch of 
loose gravel. They are lying inert in a 
field, their bikes nearby, when a farmer 
happens upon them. He immediately 
calls 911. 

"You gotta send an ambulancel" he 

yells into the phone. "These two boys 
are twisted up pretty bad " 

"Are they still breathing?" asks the op-
erator. 

"Well the one was, until I turned his 
head back around the right way...." 

A Southern biker was visiting a 
Yankee relative in Boston over the 
holidays. He went to a large party 
and met a pretty co-ed. He was 
attempting to start up a conversa-
tion with the line, "Where does you 
go to school?" 

The coed, of course, was not 
overly impressed with his grammar 
or southern drawl, but did answer 
his question. "Yale," she replied. 

The biker took a big, deep breath 
and shouted, "WHERE DOES 
YOU GO TO SCHOOL?" 
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The club was different then, it 
was smaller. But the club is really 
the same today. The passion is 
still there, the friendships and 
camaraderie are still there and 
the love for the 2 wheeled riding 
is still there. 

Carl 'Virgo' Bender....We thank 
you; you've done good. 

to, En ,  

We also learned of the close-
ness of the Top Cat mem-
bers...the camaraderie that the 
club enjoyed and how Wayne 
Kirkpatrick unselfishly gave his 
support and friendship to him 
until the end. 

or not he was joining the right 
club because his first ride with 
the club was to a tulip festival! 

We learned how an early club 
ride had two chase vehicles with 
trailers, just in case, and how the 
drivers followed the wrong pack 
of motorcycles and wound up 
somewhere else. 

Top Cat's Annual Charity Event 

Date Sunday, September I I 

Location Start and end at Duke's 

Grill, Wauconda 

Destination 100 mile ride 

through northern Illinois and south-

ern Wisconsin 

Start Time Registration 9:00am. 

First Bike out 10:00am 

This is the only official Top Cat, club sponsored charity ride we offer all year. 

Be There! Be Counted! 

I 

Bikes Blues and Bar-BQ 
The Founder's Ride and the Top Cat's 
I Oth Anniversary bash is over but not 
forgotten. About 40 bikes in five groups 
left Lake Zurich for a 2.5 hour ride 
through roads known to be among 
Virgo's favorites and culminated at the 
home of Sandy and Bill Vernon. 

Great food filled the attendees stom-
achs and a two piece Blues band filled 
the air with guitar, harmonica, drums 
and vocals by Geneva Red. 

The five groups were all led by past Top 
Cat Presidents; Sandy Vernon, George 
lax, Ric case, Bob Mann and Wayne 
Kirkpatrick. Each of them, along with 
Jordan Glazov, also stepped onto the 
stage and recanted memories of times 
spent with Carl 'Virgo' Bender. 

The attendees learned about Carl's vi-
sion of a riding club and his endless pas-
sion to have it succeed. They learned 
about his kindness, his generosity and 
his love for all it's members. 

We heard how a new member of the 
club was a little hesitant about whether 

Probably has her underwear on 

backwards as well! 
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es Calendar 
2005 Season of Excellence 

Event Start Location Start Time 	Leader 
ISU Redbird Football Game Twin Lakes Park, Rt14 and Rt53, Palatine 12:00PM Mark Heller 
Top Cats Charity Ride Dukes, Wauconda 9:00AM Charity Team 
Presidents Ride Jim Heniffs House 8:00AM Jim Heniff 
Fall in the Forest Ride BP Amoco-Lake Zurich (Rt22 and R112) 8:00AM Larry 	Scalzitti 
Rolling Thunder TFT Looking for a Ride Leader TBD TBD 
Fall Colors Ride BP Amoco-Rt 12 and Rt 120- Volo 10:00AM Fred Zimbric 

Event MeetinglEvent Location Time Leader 
General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Board Meeting Dukes, Wauconda 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Board Meeting Dukes, Wauconda 7:30PM Jim Heniff 
General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Grass Class Connies Clubhouse-Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Ric Case 
Board Meeting Dukes, Wauconda 7:30PM Jim Heniff 
General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 

ide Calendar 
iturday, September 10, 2005 
inday, September 11, 2005 
inday, September 18, 2005 
iursday, September 22, 2005 

I friday, October 09, 2005 
iturday, October 15, 2005 

leetings-Special Events 

iesday, September 06, 2005 
onday, September 19, 2005 
iesday, October 04, 2005 
onday, October 17, 2005 
iesday, November 01, 2005 
iturday, November 05, 2005 
onday, November 21, 2005 
iesday, December 06, 2005 

pen TIC Dates on the Calendar Event 

    

Jnday, October 02, 2005 You Name It 

 

Times Listed are Departure Times. 
Allow 30 minutes for preparation and pre-ride meeting at a minimum. 

   

Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 
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